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IN THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a receiver for receiving a first frame via a shared-communications 
channel; and 

a processor for generating a second frame that comprises both a data payload 
and an acknowledgement of the receipt of said first frame ifKJd^aR^e-e^^^eeemfif-fee 
f ir si fraro eand wherein, following a first frame, subsequent frames include an 
acknowledgement, reg ardless of whether an acknowledgement is required. 

2. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said processor is also for encrypting at 
least one bit of said second frame. 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a transmitter for transmitting 
said second frame via said shared-communications channel. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a host interface for receiving 
said data payload from a host computer. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said second frame also comprises a 
poll. 

7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said first frame comprises an 
acknowledgement of the receipt of a third frame. 

8. (Currently amended) An apparatus comprising: 
(i) a first station for: 

(a) transmitting a first frame comprising a first poll to a second station; 
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and 

(b) transmitting a second frame comprising a first 
acknowledgement and a second poll to said second station, wherein said second 
frame is available before a third frame is transmitted; and 
(ii) said second station for: 

(a) generating said third frame comprising a data payload and a 
second acknowledgement before said transmitting of said first frame; and 

(b) transmitting said third frame to said first station wherein said 
third frame is available before said transmitting of said second frame and 

wherein, foiiowina a first frame, subsequent frames include an acknowiedaement. 
re gardless of whether an acknowledgement is required . 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 8 further comprising encrypting at least one bit of 
said third frame before said transmitting of said first frame. 

1 0. (Original) The apparatus of claim 8 further comprising a host computer for 
generating said data payload. 



11. (Canceled) 



12. (Currently amended) A method comprising: 

generating a first frame comprising a data payload and an acknowledgement; 

and 

receiving via a shared-communications channel a second frame after said 
generating; 

wherein said acknowledgement is intended as a response to said second frame 

and wherein,.fo!|owing..a first 

ng« [djess gf whether a n .a cAQpM^SgrDQMjgXsguj red. 
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1 3. (Original) The method of claim 1 2 further comprising encrypting at least one bit of 
said first frame before said receiving. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 12 further comprising transmitting via said shared- 
communications channel said first frame after said receiving. 

15. (Canceled) 

16. (Original) The method of claim 12 wherein said first frame also comprises a poll. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 12 wherein said second frame comprises an 
acknowledgement. 

18. (Currently amended) A method comprising: 

generating a first frame comprising a data payload and a first acknowledgement 
before said transmitting of a second frame; 

transmitting a second frame comprising a first poll from a first station to a second 
station; 

transmitting said first frame from said second station to said first station; and 
transmitting a third frame comprising a second acknowledgement and a second poll 
from said first station to said second station w i w6 ift- s aM4kif€Mft»Ps e i s a v a ii a bi e b ef or e 



frames include an ack nowl edgement, regard le ss of whether an acknowledgement is 
required- 



1 9. (Original) The method of claim 1 8 further comprising encrypting at least one bit of 
said second frame before said transmitting of said second frame. 




wherein, foliowinq a 



a first frame, subsequent 



20. (Canceled) 
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21 . (Original) The method of claim 18 further comprising transferring said data 
payload from a host computer to said second station. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 18 wherein said second frame also comprises 
data. 

23. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said processor is also for 
one of the group consisting of coding at least one bit of said second frame, compressing 
at least one bit of said second frame, filtering at least one bit of said second frame and 
performing an application-specific operation on at least one bit of said second frame. 

24. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein said processor is also for 
one of the group consisting of coding at least one bit of said second frame, compressing 
at least one bit of said second frame, filtering at least one bit of said second frame and 
performing an application-specific operation on at least one bit of said second frame. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12 further comprising one of the group 
consisting of coding at least one bit of said second frame, compressing at least one bit 
of said second frame, filtering at least one bit of said second frame and performing an 
application-specific operation on at least one bit of said second frame. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 18 further comprising one of the group 
consisting of coding at least one bit of said second frame, compressing at least one bit 
of said second frame, filtering at least one bit of said second frame and performing an 
application-specific operation on at least one bit of said second frame. 



